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The Ultimate Guide to
Estate Planning, Legacy
Planning, And
Inheritance Tax 2026

Protect your wealth, provide for your family,

and create a lasting legacy with expert

guidance on UK inheritance tax planning.

This guide contains 16 pages and will take approximately 12 minutes to read
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Everything you need to understand about protecting your estate, minimising

inheritance tax, and ensuring your wishes are carried out for the people you love.
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What is Estate

Planning?

The Three Pillars
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Understanding Inheritance Tax

40%
Standard IHT rate on

estates above the

threshold

£325k
Nil Rate Band (frozen

until 2030)

£7.5bn
IHT collected by HMRC

in 2024/25

Your IHT Allowances 2025/26

£325,000
Nil Rate Band

£175,000
Residence Nil Rate

Band

£1,000,000
Combined for couples
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The Nil Rate Bands Explained

Standard Nil Rate Band (NRB)

Residence Nil Rate Band (RNRB)

Transferable Allowances for Couples

Did you know?
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Major Changes Ahead: April 2026 & 2027

April 2026: Business & Agricultural Relief Changes

April 2027: Pensions in Your Estate
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Gifting Strategies

& the 7-Year Rule

Annual Exemptions
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Taper Relief Explained

Years Between Gift

and Death

Tax Reduction Effective IHT Rate

0 to 3 years 0% 40%

3 to 4 years 20% 32%

4 to 5 years 40% 24%

5 to 6 years 60% 16%

6 to 7 years 80% 8%

7+ years 100% 0%
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Using Trusts Effectively

Discretionary Trusts

The Relevant Property Regime

Bare Trusts

Key Trust Dates
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Life Insurance for IHT Planning

Policy Not in Trust
Policy Written in Trust

RECOMMENDED
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The Importance

of Making a Will

What intestacy means
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Case Study: The Williams Family

RW

Their goals: Help children onto property ladder

Fund grandchildren's education

Comfortable retirement

Home value £850,000

Investments £520,000

Pensions £230,000

Total estate £1,600,000

Less: Combined

allowances

-

£1,000,000

IHT at 40% = £240,000

Reduced estate £1,400,000

Less: Combined

allowances

-

£1,000,000

IHT at 40% = £160,000
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Your Estate Planning Checklist

1 2

3 4

5 6

7 8
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Taking the Next Step

1
1 HOUR

2
30 MINS

3 15 MINS

4
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"The greatest gift you can give your family is not just
wealth, but the peace of mind that comes from
knowing everything is in order."
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Your Logo Here

Your legacy deserves careful
planning

Ready to take the next step?

Contact us for a no-obligation conversation about your

estate planning needs.

Your Financial Adviser | 123 High Street, London EC1A 1AA

0800 XXX XXXX | advice@example.com | www.example.com
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